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PROFESSOR CLAUDE BOURCIER 
WILL TEACH COURSES AT UM
MISSOULA--
Claude Bourcier, dean emeritus of the French Summer School of Middlebury 
College, Middlebury, Vt., will be a visiting professor in the Department of 
Foreign Languages and Literatures at the University of Montana spring quarter, 
March 24-June 6.
Bourcier will teach a course in the theatre of the absurd in which he will 
treat plays by such writers as Pinter, Albee, Beckett and Ionesco.
He will also direct a production of Ionesco’s "The Bald Soprano."
Bourcier studied acting under Leon Chancerel, a disciple of Jacques Copeau, 
and he has acted in more than 80 French, English or American productions and 
directed some 50 plays in French or English. He is active in theatre groups 
and as a director of drajna activities for psychiatric patients in the village 
of Thuir, Sainte Colombe, in the Pyrenees Orientales, where he has lived since 
1975.
After completing his education at the University of Paris and the Ecole 
Normale Superieure in France, Bourcier began his teaching career at Middlebury 
College. During his tenure, he served six years as chairman of the French 
department and, subsequently, as acting dean and dean of the French Summer 
School. He directed the school's choir from 1946 to 1974.
He has taught physics and has been a visiting professor at the Franco- 
Canadian Scientific Institute, University of Montreal, and Southern Methodist 
University in Paris. He has lectured in the United States, Canada, France and 
Algeria.
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Following his assignment at the UM , he will begin his fifth year as 
visiting professor and play director at the Summer Institute of French at the 
University of California at Los Angeles.
Bourcier is a Chevalier in the Legion d'Honneur and Officier in the Ordre 
des Paimes Academiques. He has also received the Medaille de Vermeil (Commandeur) 
from the Societe d 'Encouragement au Progres.
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